It is not the intention of the essayist to present anything new or entirely original to the all important subject of Bacteriology, but to touch lightly on the relation that it bears to our profession.
No specialist of medicine is confined to an area or part of the body which affords a much better culture, and I might say greater variety of bacteria than is the dentist. Is it not a fact that the oral cavity is the media through which a large per cent, of the diseases of the body are directly transmitted, for example : Diphtheria, Tuberculosis, Pneumonia, Cholera, etc., not to mention the other diseases that may be caused indirectly from bacteria found in the mouth?
The importance of the subject being seen, hence the necessity of a mastery of the fundamental principles of the science by the Dental Surgeon. No department of dental science has received less consideration from the profession at large than has that of Bacteriology. Only in recent years have the faculties of our colleges recognized the importance of this branch of medicine and placed it in the curriculum, and now our dental schools have and operate their own bacteriological laboratories.
It is a study too often viewed by the college student and practitioner as theoretical and of no practical value to the busy dentist. It is true that the average practitioner is so busily engaged in curing rather than preventing dental decay, that he finds but little time to devote to scientific investigation. and research, however, it is the belief of the writer that in proportion as the dental practitioner becomes acquainted with and versed in the science of Bacteriology, in the same proportion will he be enabled to render to his clientele a service superior to that of the unlearned in these lines (other qualifications being equal).
But let us consider for a few brief moments the practical side of the question and see if we can not call into our daily practice some principles and practices which will tend to lessen the number of bacteria in the mouths of our patients.
We owe it to our clientele to have our office and environment to appear clean and free from bacteria, as well as our own personnel.
Our The above enumerated are a few of the many ways in which the dentist can help to bring about a more ideal condition of the oral cavity. Dentistry like medicine is advancing along scientific lines, and what the analytic chemist is to the soil in analyzing and finding out the composition and elements needed, so in the near future must the dentist be able to analyze from time to time the secretions of the mouth and prescribe accordingly.
